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Imagine This

Objective

Explain the operation of link aggregation in a switched LAN environment.

Scenario

It is the end of the work day. In your small- to medium-sized business, you are trying to explain to the network
engineers about EtherChannel and how it looks when it is physically set up. The network engineers have
difficulties envisioning how two switches could possibly be connected via several links that collectively act as one
channel or connection. Your company is definitely considering implementing an EtherChannel network.

Therefore, you end the meeting with an assignment for the engineers. To prepare for the next day’s meeting, they
are to perform some research and bring to the meeting one graphic representation of an EtherChannel network
connection. They are tasked with explaining how an EtherChannel network operates to the other engineers.

When researching EtherChannel, a good question to search for is “What does EtherChannel look like?” Prepare a
few slides to demonstrate your research that will be presented to the network engineering group. These slides
should provide a solid grasp of how EtherChannels are physically created within a network topology. Your goal is
to ensure that everyone leaving the next meeting will have a good idea as to why they would consider moving to a
network topology using EtherChannel as an option.

Required Resources

¢ Internet connectivity for research
e Software program for presentation model

Step 1: Use the Internet to research graphics depicting EtherChannel.

Step 2: Prepare athree-slide presentation to share with the class.

a. The first slide should show a very short, concise definition of a switch-to-switch EtherChannel.

b. The second slide should show a graphic of how a switch-to-switch EtherChannel physical topology would
look if used in a small- to medium-sized business.

c. The third slide should list three advantages of using EtherChannel.
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